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indications which had been given1 that Germany would not continue
indefinitely to take part in the Disarmament Conference unless her
demands were satisfied, an abrupt termination of these particular
negotiations was not anticipated, at any rate by the general public
in the various countries concerned. On the 14th October, however,
after an outline of the new 'two-period' plan had been given to the
Bureau of the Disarmament Conference by Sir John Simon, the German
Government announced their decision to withdraw from the Disarma-
ment Conference and to give notice of resignation of their membership
of the League of Nations.
the departure of Germany did not formally break up the Dis-
armament Conference. Indeed, there was a section of opinion, led
by France, in favour of continuing the work as though Germany's
absence made no difference. This course was, however, far from meet-
ing with general approval, and the French delegation finally bowed to
the inevitable. On the 22nd November the Bureau of the Conference
decided that there should be no further meeting of the General Com-
mission until January 1934 and that, while the committees and rap-
porteurs of the Conference should go on with their technical work
as far as possible, questions with a political bearing—above all, the
crucial problem of how to bring Germany once more within the scope
of discussions on disarmament—should be dealt with by 'parallel and
supplementary' diplomatic negotiations. The new phase of the problem
of disarmament and security which opened in December 1933 with the
initiation of these negotiations must be reserved for a later volume.
(b) the discussion of the french plan and the work
of the committees of the conference (23RD january
to 16TH march, 1933)
Before the General Commission of the Disarmament Conference
had adjourned on the 14th December, 1932, it had fixed the date of
1 For example, the warning given "by Herr Nadolny on the 2nd February
in the General Commission (see p. 232 "below); Ms statement a week later that
any departure from the provisions of the declaration of the llth December,
 1932,	would involve a second departure of the German delegation (see footnote
on p. 237 below); and the articles published from time to time in VolJcerbund
by Herr Nadolny and Freiherr von Neurath on the theme that Germany's
patience was not inexhaustible (see p. 250, footnote 5, below). Similar indications
were given in Herr Hitler's speech of the 23rd March, 1933, in which he main-
tained Germany's claim to equality (see Documents on International Affairs,
 1933,	pp. 404-5); in Herr Nadolny's warning on the 29th June that the ad-
journment of the General Commission would have very serious consequences
(see pp. 292-3 below);, in Herr Hitler's refusal to consider the proposal for
a trial period during his conversation with Mr. Henderson in July (see p. 294
below); and in Freiherr von Neurath's speech in Berlin on the 15th September
(see p. 297 below).

